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eircumstances mirrounding the cnse

 of Mr. J. M. Vinkle are of deep interest to

eur readers, and our representative found
him at hi':'furnltun store, No. 1116 W.
in Btreet, where he cheerfully gave the
llowing sccount for publication :
“1 Lave never,” said Mr. Vinkle, *been

without ]u‘}ula in my back for the last twenty |

o not know what caused it unless
was hard, constant work, which may have
overtaxed me. At times I was worse than
atuthers; for instance, in clhiangeable weather
I wonld :aﬂ’er mond llmm]y. :’5 1 lil‘lt’l
anything heavy or did any stoo wor
I -’:;uld‘;u around like one with :%mlm
back. During all this time 1 have been
vontinually taking medicine of some kind.
I bave used all kinds of plusters and taken
quantities of Buchu, but nothing
El ved me, I do not believe that one thous-
nd‘ dollars would cover the expense which
medicine and treatment has cost me.  Bome
months ago I read about Doan's Kidney
Pills, and although my faith in medicine

was greatly shaken, I determined to try |*

them, and procured & box at the drug store

. of Johnson & Henderson. I began taking
them and felt botter right away. I had n
feeling of reliel from my back that T had
not known in many and I have suf-
fered everything from it during that tiwe.
I liave had a wide experience in taking
medicine, and when Isay that Doan's Kid-
ney Pills is the best remedy known to me, 1
menn it. Think of it—through years of
sufloring, life had become a misery, and
when | would sit down I could ly get
up. Doan's Kildney Pills have put me in n
condition all my eflorts and the other medi-
cines 1 have taken failed to do. Havel not
every reason to praise them ?”

For sale by all dealers—price 50 cents per
hox. Muailed by Foster-Milburn Co., Buffalo,
N. Y. snle agents for the United States.
Remember the name, Doan's, and take no
other.

Announcements for School Year 18g6-7.

Tenchers should carefully note the conwents

of this clrculur and presorvi it for futire uso.
DATES OF EXAMINATIONS

Regular, Corunpn, Avgust 20vh and 21st, 180

Specinl, Owosso, October (Bth and 16th, 15

Regtular, Corunps, Maroh 25th and 96th, 1807

Bpecinl. Owaosso, June 17th and 1Tth, 187,

Al exsminutions will begin at 820 u, m.
swandurd time

Applleants for thivd grades will wrlte upon

mraphy, theory nud art and school law the
‘B;" hslf dny; grammar, physiology snid read-
ing the second call day: arithmetle, penman
ship und bistory the 1oird hall day and eivil

vermnent and ortbograpby the fourth half
5{ Applicunts for tirst and second grades
will write upon grographby, theory and urt and
schoo!l Inw tho ftrst hull duf: gracamar, physi
ology, algebrn und rending the second hall day;
srithmetie Hi=tory aod penmunship the third
half day, and civil government, physics and
ortography the fourth half day  Applicants for
first prades will write npouni.fecmctry. genernl
history and botany on Sawunday,

The above schodule will be striotly followed.

REQUIREMENTS,

For third grodes an aversge of seveoty Is
required, with not less than sixiy-five in any
Praonch: fur second grode un sverage of seveniy-
five {8 required, with not less than seventy in
say branch; for first grade an sgerage of elghty-
::: {# required with not less than elghty In any

ne

h. '

Appliennts shall use legal cap papor and
'!la- with pen and ink.

Applicants for first and second grades who
pass in part of the brunches may re-write at the
mext exnmivation in the remainder. After fall
ing in two consecutive examinations they must
re-write in all brancees, Apgtlmmn for third

es who fall in part of the branches must re
write in all branches

CAUTION: Speclal certificates will be grant-
od only when legally qualified teathers cannot
®e aeoured Persons who wish 1o teach must
sitond no examination,

0, L, Buston, Commissioner,
J. N. Cony, Examiner.
J. A. TnoMPsoN, Examiner.

Corunnas, Aug. 7, 1506,

" F. EDWARDS & €O.

General Real Estete and Insuronce Ages

Will sell your Property.

Wil rent your House or Farm,

Will look after your Tenants.

Will find Loans for your Money.

Will Lnsure your Buildings.

Charges very reasonable. Office with 8
F. Smith.

H. B. PETERSON,
DEXNTIST

TITALIZED AIR.
OFFICE—Over Dimmiok’s store, Washingto

Sireet, REBIDENCE—Washington St., oppe
sl Congreguidonal church.

Wirniax M. Kinrarriok,
LAWYER.

SOLICITOR IN CHANCERY

—AND—

General Insurance Aoent.
Oifice in the Williams Blook, Washingtonstreet
Iwosso blok

J. B. Dowdigan,
DENTIST.

0wosso,

OMeo ovor
KALAMAZOO STORE

Hours 8 to 12 0. m,
¢ 130 p.

AR

RESIDENCE, 409 SAGINAW ST.,
Office, 211 N, Washington St,

OVER PARKILL & SON'S DRUG STORE,

DR. L. E. PHELPS,

Orrice: 114 N. Washington St, Orrice
Houns: 8 to 9 a. m. and 1 to
3p. m.
ResypeNcr: 6566 N. Washington St.

Special Attention *'{s™ Chronic Diseases.
Hamblin & Crawford,

REAL ESTATE.

Dusiness Chances, Conveyanciag, Fire Insure
ance, Money to Loan, Notaries Public,

O svams 106 West Exchange SL

oOWoSS0o, MICH.

R, ANNIS B, H, Q0ODING, Hommopathie
P A

Wi
m. and o 8p. m, Calls respond
of 1o, “Bpecis) wstention mfgﬁfm Emﬁum

ROB W GREGOR.

——
—

— —
in, I'iay. We are all in the same boat,
an protty fools we'd be not ter pull ter- |
tll

“That's what I'vo told mommer all
along, " Miss Winfold said,

Her mother whined, *‘Girls ounghter |
marry—I know that—but no man livin ’

ia good enough fer Alice."

“Well, yon mustn't blame her for
thinkin different,”’ Mr Topmark said,
with u smirk. ‘“‘Folks oughter suit |
themeelves abont that. Oh, Alioce, do |

best, my girl! I'll do the same.

by thar'll be two weddin's this fall

that'll make all Walnut Oreek open its
eyes an talk for the nex' six months. "’

About the same time Jack Talbot sat
upon the piazza nt Roscoe, outwardly a
pattern of decorous attention to what
the oldest Miss Payne was saying, but
only forious over finding Rob with a |
bouseful of company. All the Paynes
bad come home with her to spend the
night, and Cerintha, the younger daugh-
ter, wasd to stay through the next wesk,
The big meating was sure to last so long,
and upon Mondsy young Brother Wal- |
ton, who was Cerintha's betrothed, was
coming from his own cirouit to belp in
the good work. . .

He was looked upon as n vessel of cho- |
sen grace. So a revival was confidently
expooted, Mye. Payne, dear sounl, conld
talk of littlaelse. Inspiteof her change
of residence she still held membership
at Bethel. The church had lost power
in the last hall dozen years, In common
with all its more zealous mwembers sho
was praying for a searon of spiritual re-
freshing.

“If only the Lord will be with us,*' |
she said, swaying gently back and forth
in her rooking chair. “*Ahb, Brother AMe-
Gregor, whut wonld I not give for one
hour more like that when your wife pro-
fessed Christ? She bad mourned so long,
deeply and in gilence, 8ho told me after-
ward she felt ghe had committed the
unpardonable sin in making an idel of |
her firstborn, little Esta, you kuow, and |
that maybe that was why God took the
little one''—

“Yeou, and the thought nlmost broke |
her hiears,'" Mr. McGregor broke in, his
face working. ‘I feared she wounld lase 1
her mind over it, but God was merciful, |
At Inst be took awny hor burden. '’ |

““She was the cloarest, happicst con- |
vort I ever saw. Her face sghone like |
Moses when he came down from the
mountuin,'' Mrs, Payne said, wiping
away an eostatio tear, *'Old Bishop
Soule preached, I remember—his text
was *Come unto me, all ye that labor
and are heavy laden’—and as I listened |
|

Choice STRAWBERRIES |

FOR THE GARDEN AND FIELD.
W!ARGAINB IN PLANTS FOR 1887.

CATALOGUE FREE TO ALL.
C. N. FLANSBURGH, Leslie, Mich,

“THE KING”
BICYCLE

Haa all the Jatest avkvu' A\‘lréu.;:l l:[l

to date in avery In.ﬂ.lm ar. rite o

G} W.A. KING & 00, 15 Cadillac Square,
'11 DETROTT, MICH., and learn how (0

TSy e o EQR NOTHINC.
VAN R. POND,
Attorney & Counscllor,

General law and chancery
practice in all courts.

Over M. L.Stewart & Co’s Bank

DR. EDGERTON T. WILSON
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON.

OFFICE~Room 7 Keeler Blook.
RESIDENCE—i2 River Street,

oOWOoOSsSO, MICH.

DR,C. MCCORMICK

PHYSICIAN, SURGEDN, ETu.

Special atiention given to the treatment of
disease by means of Kl errleity. Rheomatism,
Neurslgio, Lumbago, Scistion and o number of
noervous diseases readily yleld to this form of
trontment.

Oniee and Rosidence No, 290 East Exchange 8t
SrOsSs0, - MDAICEL
 Guardian's Sale of Real Estate.

STATE OF MICHIGAN, COUNTY OF BHIA-

WARKER, BS,
In the matter of the eatato of Eva V. Warner,

minor, -

Notles |s hereby glven, That In pursuance and
h{ virtue of an order granted to the undor.
wlgned, an guardian of the estate of sald minor,
by the Hon, Matthew Bush,.Judge of Probate
in and for s+0d County, on the Bth dsy of Febru-
ary, A. D 1897, there will be sold at publie ven.
due, to the highest bidder, st the front door of
the postoMes in Burton o sald County, on Sat-
urdny the Srd dsy of April. A D. 1507, at ton
o'clock In the forenoon of sald day, allwbhe right,
title wnd interest of sald minor insnd to the
following devaribed Innds and premises, situnt-
od in the township of Fairflold, County of Shia-
wisseo, State of 1chl¥u. 1o wit: An undivid.
ed onnfifth interest In the noefrec § of n w
frae 4§ of spc 3 except 9 roda in b o corner;
nleo the e L ofde K of n wirl Kk see 3, andthe
wost 10 weres of the n e i of sald seo &, all in
towd B, north rango | sast

WirnLiam C. 8STIvr,
Guandlan of the estate of sald minor,
Dated Feb. Bth, A. D, 1807,

I

““The Niagara Falis Route
SAGINAW DIVISION.
OWOSSO TIME CARD,

TRAINS SOUTH.
Ohicago Express leaves A:v7 s, m., arrives in
1nghson ln:»’n. m,, Chicago 480 p. m.
Chl Expross, dully, losves 8:30, p. m.

Thlosgo
arrives i Jucksou 10:45 p. mi., Ohicago 6 :00 a, m,
Through .&Iw (Buy City to Chicago).

TRAINE NORTH
(1] lr%mn. i 0 '
&l“ﬂ‘gg ﬂl?r e, u.“-fzf;m‘."r{w:'@'ﬁ“u'.':

votte I Isaves Owosso 7:15 p. m.,
nrﬂﬂﬂ Ny g!y P p m -

Owosso nocommodation lesves Jaokson 10:50
8. m. arrives Owosso 1 :00 p m

AUl brains dully exeopt Sunday

Owonso Acoomodation lmyes Owosso st 1345
. m., areives in Jackson ot 8:50 p m,

4. B Guasoow Agent, O wosso
W.RvooLes, G P & T l%

| gat with my heart in my eara, It did

“He don't think so. Ho can please

himself a heap better an not go nowhere

="k S
“He can please himself a heap better.”
but to Rosoon, " Nina said stubbornly,
At once Mr, Topmark sat bolt upright,
saying botween gulpw of ive cream :

“I kin tell him it's » mighty waste
of eyesight fer him ter look that way. "

“Why, brother, what can you mean?'’
Mra. Winfold asked, her face apprehens |
give, but avidly carious. With half shut
eyes he replied:

“Nothin, only ho eain't have Rob Mo-
Gregor, fin she shan't have him. "’

““You mean not if we can help it,""
Alioe said coolly. “I agree to that,
Uncle Ben; but aro we certain they will
marry ust'’

“You must 'tend ter Jack. She'll
bave tho chance of me—yes, o hundred
times over,”” Mr, Topmork said dogged-
Iy, “Thot reminds me, Sis Sarah, ef
you cain’t find nothin better ter do than
tryin ter set my children ag'inst her I
wish yon'd leave ‘em alone. T won't
have nothin in her dispraise from no-
body, lenst of all my own fam'ly, "’

“1 have told mommer all along ghe
was tho swec tost, nicest girl in the coun-
ty,'" Miss Winfold begun as ber mother
sobbed out:

“1 know — I have — suid things — |
brothier — not 0 — very muoch — bk — |
but I'll never—mnever lot glip another
word of only you'll promus—yon—
won't never let—nothin turn yon clean |
ag'inst—poor me!"’

“Como, come, Sis Sarah, Iain't mad,
only o little mite provoked,” Mr, Top-
muork said. his face elearing, “*Stoy ey

1 thought if he had beon preaching
gtraight at your wife ho eould not have
oome noearer her case. Thot was at morn-
ing service, That night it was yopng
Brother Bose, the wonderful, poor fel-
low who died next year of yellow fevor,
He had gone asa a nurse, you know, I

poom (o me God bad specially set his
servants to comfort my poor dear, When
they called mourners, it was boartbreak-
ing to see her. Her head was hanging,
her face nll white, but she got uwp and
went with the rest, nnd I gust had to go
and kneel by ber and put wy armas
around her, [ wanted to comfort her,
but not a word came, I knew afterward
it was God’s grace kept me damb., Old
Sister Jackson prayed first. Oh, what a
prayer it was! And when we got up
from our knees my poor dear's face was
like tho shining ones, but still she never
gaid a word. But I shouted—shouted
out Jond—something I never did before
or since, And then she eaught my hands
and said, just like m little cohild, *Ob,
zzta’y. Betsy, God has taken away my

. i1}

“I remember!” Mr, McGregor said
buskily. <‘I hope it is not irreverent;
but, Sister Payne, I can but feel that
when we meet in heaven it will be just
like that night. I have not long to wait
now. My only care, my dearest hope, is
that when I meet her it will be in full
knowledge that our baby ia coming after
me."’

“Rob's a dear, good child. Yon need
not frot. Sheis her mother over again,*’
Mrs, Payne said, sympathetioally pat-
ting his thin hand, *‘I did not think
she wonld be. She had all the MoGreg-
or favor when ghe was little. Bat now
—why, I'd know her for Helen's dnugh- |
ter smong a thousand. The main differ- |
ence is she is prettier. There was no- |
body in all the crowd today to think of
sotting beside her. I have got danghters |
of my own, and they are not vgly girls, |
but they can't compare with your girl
no more than the reat.'"

Jack made Mra. Payno his best bow.
The young folks had fallen silent, lis-
tening to their elders. *'You are the
wisest woman I know,’' he said, *‘But,
Mrs. Payne, please tell me where Rob |
has hidden herself. No, I don’t think
ever of saying Miss Rob. You see, I've
raised her partly. She belongs to me, is |
my little—sister," halting perceptibly
over the word, ‘‘and I have a big scold-
ing for her. She had no business setting
up ms a young lady full fledged, with
beaus and all that, entirely without
my leave.'*

“‘Ob, badn't she?' Rob ealled from
the door back of him. ““Well, Jack, the
scolding must wait. I am too happy
just now to quarrel, even with you. But
when I am all by myself again, ng blue
and miserable na o frost. bitthn rosebud |
~—it's only that way I'm ever like a |
rosebud—why, then we will begin, and
I ahall give you bick scorn and railing
with interest,””

“"But what ghall wo do tonight?'
Jack queriod, with n show of intonse
anxioty. Rob laughed lightly as abe |
snid : i

“Tonight? Oh, tonight yon are to
have supper with us, and an extra lump
of sugnr in your coffes, and two hot
wallles, in place of one, to reward you
for the moble way in which yon did
your duty toward unprotected woman- |
hood today,"* |

“Don’t make sport of somebody who
wanta to be our friend and oan bo a !
mighty helpful one,”" Jack said so low
that only Rob honrd it, She shouk her |
bead willfully and ran to lend ber fa- .
ther in to the tablo, where she kept up
n flood of lmughing ohatter throughout
the meal. Jack got no chanco to sy a |

LY

the poiut of going nway.

It wuid then 10 o'clock,. He had said
his goodbys and was passing down 1he
stops when Rob ran after him with his
bandkerchicf, orying out: ‘“‘Mercy,
Jack! Bee what you came noar doing—
losing one of yoor beautiful birthday

handkerchiefs. I think Ioould guess

who worked your name so cuuningly in
the corner, but I won't tell yon, Men
aro g0 vain anyway. Bot suppose she
saw it and grew jeulous, like Othello''—

“Qome outside with me n minuate,"*
Jnck ssid, catobing her arm avd draw-
ing her beneath the poplars. *‘Rob,
durling, why do yon torment me so?

How long must I keep eating my heart * f

out in this way?"'

“‘Idon't quitg know what yon mean, '’
Rob said,”thankful that the only light
upon ber was the low silver of a newly
risen moon. Bhe shivered. Her hands
grew cold. In spite of her pride, her
deadly hurt, it was bhard to believe in
Jack’s trenchery with his voice in her
ear, He tried to take her hand., Ehe
drew it away and locked it with its
fellow at ber baok,

“Maybe I am a fool for my pains,”’
Jack eaid thickly, “*but—but I nsked
you to marry me, I ask it again. I love
youn, you only, 50 well I could kiss the
groand you tread—that is, I love the
girl I knew and believed in and called
by your name. I do not want a woman
who can tolérate the Bgn Topmarks., 1f
you mean to keop him dangling after
you, then, by the Lord, you oan't have
me, Ob, little girl, don't ssy—don't
think me o jenlous brute! I oan under-
stand how you may have done jt—all
for a whim, to make the rest who hate
you g0 gape and stare, Yon see, 1 know
all your wickednese—in fact, I rather
lovo you the better for it. Say that is
truth, darling—sny you will never do
it auy more; that you will give me the
right to keep him from troubling you''—

Rob had been shaken by his plead-
inge, his comprebension, bat st the lasg

| words her mnger flumed ngunin, Sho

drow a little farther away and ssid,
with an aceent of doliente irony :

“"Why, Juck, how can you think he
trombles me? You ought to know better
{han anybody in the world what fasci-
nation rons in the family aud how im-
poesiblo it is to escape it "

CHAPTER XL
At Monday night's supper table Mrs,
Talbot enid to Juck, “Son, if you huve
not made other pluns, will you go with
me tonight to church®"

| mistake,
“With pleamsare,”' Jnck eaid, making [

a great ado over the heat of his coffes,

“You surely don't think I prefer any- |

body's company to yours, mammy? How
shall we go—on horssback?"'

“Yes, that will be: best,'” Mre. Tal-
bot said, smiling fondly on her boy.
Juck made a grimmace, but masked it
with a pretense of swallowing awry.
His mother's simple wiles were plain
to bim. She meant to go by Mrs. Win-

word (o her \n private unG be Was 08

| “*“Beg pardon—hers aud yours,'' Jnck

| Teddy Barton, that speech of mine, oot

f_'i\ Ql.‘mill w.
v $1.25 for 3 months (by mall),

%

# The Evening News. §

4% -mmrm.wm’

;) Supplement Your Home Paper, V

AGENTS IN EVERY TOWN IN MICHIGAN. N

The Evening News, Detroit.

> " - o by e o

Giving you all the .}
. 4y
4-’:‘:«:..; -\

Forelgn News. \

~-.'-<<w-(11'-1-.'

You are 26—quite old enough to marry.
Indeed, my dearest wish is to see you
married well."’

“I could notmarry a woman less a
lady than my dear mother,'’ Jack said,
tonching her free hand lightly, “‘and if
I got one who is a8 much a lady I must
murry well, But, mother, dearest,
please remember I could not be happy
with ap angel if I did not love her with
all my heart.™”

“‘1 never gaw an aogel, bot am sure I
don’t want one for my daughter,’’ Mre,
Talbot said, smiling demurely. *“All I
ask is that your wife shall be sweat
tempered and » woman of sterling
character and good sense, '*

“Which her name it js—Winfold,
Eb, mammy?"' Jack said lightly, try-
ing to fetoh & compuss to his point of
objection. Mra. Talbot sat straighter in
her saddle,

“UJack, how con yon?' ghe eaid, as
near to stern reproof ns ghe oould possi-
bly piteh her gentle volee, **Alice ig, I
admit, very near my ideal. I never saw
ber equnl anywhere. Bat, dear me, to
think of your taking me up that way!
If gho knew it, it wonld half kill her.
Bhe is 50 modest and delieato shie wouold
pover be seen in compuany with any Tal-
bot again, "’

| enid contritely, Il was awfully Lke
1 nin’t quite gorry I made it, for, mam-
my, dear, I've bad a sneaking notion
' you did want Miss Alice for a daughter,
| I'm ever 8o gload to have fouud ont my

“I have not said yon were mistaken,
| son,”" Mra, Talbot answerad, and in
spite of the dusk Juck saw that her face
grow pink. “Buot I love the dear child
too well to insnlt her delionoy by speak-
ing a8 if—waell, us if she was only wait-
ing to be nsked. I do feel toward her
very much as toward a girl of my own.
Bhe is 0 sweet and mild, so unlike
many girls—for instance, that poor,
wild ohild at Rosooe, "'

fold’s place and munke Misa Alice bear
them company., To object was for him
out of the question, and thus he wounld |
geem to keep on with what he conld not
deny went far to jostify Rob in the |
way she was behaving toward that con-
founded old fool Ben Topmark.

“Let's not speak of her if you please,
mammy,'’ Jack said guickly, They
were by this abreast of the Win!old gate.
Jnck flung it wide, and his mother rode
through, but before she had got half
way to the inner gate hoofs came to-

This, be it understood, is an exact
quotation from young Mr. Talbot's men-
tal phraseology. Though he had been
in a fover ever gince the night before, a
glimmer of light and common sense had
pierced his love clouded understanding.
Rob waus all he had believed her, There
wasd certainly something more than girl-
ish coquotry back of her seeming trans-
formation. Even in her fuults she was
noble, He would go to her, face the
thing out, and not leave her until he
had got to the bottom of it

Not at once, of counrse. Cerintha
Payne was there for the meeting, which
might last two weeks and was certain
to hold for one. Butuntil he could thus
gea. her he would take care so to act
that she should rgt be able again to
fling Miss Winfold"in his teeth. After
all, it was no more unreasonable that |
ghe should feel aggricved by his devo-
tion to the neighborhood paragon than
that he should grow furious over seeing
her the object of Mr, Topmark's devo- I
tion, though she must know how little
a free agent her lover was. Bhe had
Inughed with him times without num- |
ber over his compulsory gallantry, but
that wns before. What if she had
found out that she really did care and |

was thus exigeant beoause of the knowl. | #han’t”— Miss Winfold began. She

edge?

There was comfort untold in tho
thought. Yes, he wonld be ocareful—
sghow bimself ns friendly and kind as of
old, until Hob was once more solitary
at Roscoe. Though widowers did strike l
a tremendous goit in the Jovemaking,
he had not much fear that this particn- |
larly tormenting widower could carry !
off Rob nnder his eyes in the space of
one revival, Perbaps the man really |

mennt nothing seriouns—it might be he l -

had chosen Rob in the giddiness of a
first emancipation, but wounld let his |
vagrant fancy range to some One more |
suitable when it came to serions thought
of matrimony,

Therefore it was trebly irritating to
find himself agnin covstrained to seem |
to do the thing be had vowed to leave |
undone. But it was not worth while to
growl and look black over it when he |
knew 8o well the dear mother had his
best good wo at heart. When they were
mounted and riding away, he talked to
her gayly of the things he knew she
bost liked to hear, He could and would |
give her new frocks and china and paint |
tho house anew, he said, now that the
worrying debts were so near done with. !
The twins, Frank and Billy, should
have n college course too. He might ]
even hope next year to take his mother
upon tha tour they had so often planned |
among the Virginia kinfolk whom be |
had never woen,

There Mre. Talbot stopped him, say-
ing balf rbyly: ““Maybe you will make
it a bridal tour, son. You are tho best
gon any mother ¢ver had, but because |
of that wo must not besslfish and never |
lot yon think of anything of your pwn.

ward them, and Nina called through
the dusk:

‘““Hera we are, Miz Talbot, an here
you are, at last! I'm soglad of it I
wanter shout.""

“Oh, do bush, Ninesy!" Mis Win-
fold implored. *‘You all know how to
take her, though. If you didn't, I don’t
know what I should do,”” she went on
in her most confiding tone, “‘You know

how wild she is, without meanin any
harm''—

“"Yes, I'm wild, I've got ter be,** Ni-
na admitted, with an air of the most
admirable candor. ‘*Why, jest look at
youl You're er weg'ler old nobody.
You'd never bave a bean ef it wa'n't
fer Miz Talbot. An there’s Ilob Me-
Gregor, with Une® Ben an all of 'em,
Jjost crazy’'—

“‘Ninesy, you aro the ernzy one! Do—
don't talk so,"" Miss Winfold implored,
but Jack's langh drowned her supplicn-
tion.

“*I don't blame you, Nina,”" he said,
reining his horsb beside hers. “‘Lot's
begin being wild right now and ride n
race to church, Our elders and bettera
oan keep each other company, and it is
time we young people had a show. "’

“‘Obh, you mustn't, Ninesy! Youn

might as well hinve spoken to the wind.
Nion was riding alone for almost the
firat time. She felt equally the indig-
nity of having been kept in the place of
a small girl after sho was a very big
one and the intoxication of baving Jack
for her own gpecinl gallant. With a
gurgling, triuraphant giggle sho ot her |
horse off at o gallop, Jack, keeping well |
beside her, leaned across and caught|
her reins
“You hold an, I'll keep him in the
road,'" he said, noting how Nina wab-
bled in ber gent. He did not mind leav-
ing tho others bebind, It could not be
very far. His mother rode as light and
frea a8 vpon her wedding day, nnd, as
to Miss Winfold, trath is Le did nok
much care if the pace he sef did rufile
both her temper and her unruflleable
Jocks. He was 80 hurt, so fall of donbt
that wns torture, any sort of fooling
was relief. It was more than impossi-
ble, he folt, to endure gquietly the pain-
ful perfoction that so beset his path. So
he kept tho horses remorselessly to their
swevping gallop until thoy camo to the
foot of the hill whose top wus erowned
with Bethel church, 2

There, ne Lo bhalted for the others to
come up with him, he saw and beard
that which made his teotlh set, his paila
cliuch till thoy dug into the palm. It
was n mighty inoffensive sight withnl
—merely four riders soberly poacing
along the dusty highway, going two and
two, and evidently so wrapped in dis-
courso with ono another wmm no
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Mr. Topmark it her elbow, the
moral of sunny content. How was Jaok
to comprehend thut the collooation was,
o0 far as it conocerned Rob, wholly acoi-
dental? She had set out in company on-
Jy of Cerinthn and Cerintba’e lover,
meaning to keep herself wholly and
amiably in tho background. The three
had enconntered Mr. Topmark some lig-
tle way beyond his own gate, and jt
was the most natural and neighborly
thing in the world for him to bear them
company the rest of the way.

If Rob had but known it, the encoun-
ter wos not nearly so accidental as it
looked. Though after his cavalier dis-
missal Mr, Toomark bad not dared to
seek Rob's er o sty outright, by cunning
questioning of such black folk as came
from Rorcos to the store that day he
had found out her purpose of going to
church aud had plotted to join her,
Things had fallen oot to n nicety as be
had planoed. He had disarmed sospi-
cion, L felt, by his well noted surpriee
over the sigltof Mizs Payne and his
foint of wichiig to rido beside her.

“Myr. Topmark, have yon no. oon-
geienco swlil ver?' Hob bhad enid over
that, preteva.ng to whisper, but with
an arch glavca at Cerjntha and thepmin. .
jster. *“I'bnt's worse thdn playiug deg
in tho wmangcr, If that is your [[l!ﬁl.',
just wait till weo get pust yon. Then yon
can crino alovg by yourself—though, if
you cun behove like w Christian, we
ghall be ¢lud of your company, "’ .

“I'll bo pond, botter'n alamb, ef yon

say 40,"" My, Topmark had roturned,
emiling fatuonsly,. Rob bad laughed
outright.

“Don’t you think yon aroa trific ma-
ture for o lumb, '’ sha had asked, “‘rath-
er horuy nud woolly? If you had said

L

He heard that which made his toeth set.
an elephant, now! Obh, they do look so
good humored and big, yet people say
there's no counting on them. Is it that
way with you, Mr, Topmark? I mean
are yon most dangeroos when you look
most innocent? If you are—well, I had
better begin to say my prayers. "

““You air the dang'ous cne. Yon air
that!" Mr. Topmark had snid, dropping®
still farther behind the other two
“‘Lord love you, Miss Rob, I ain't got
no notion er sp'ilin the preacher fellor's
ride, I won't luy nare straw in his way.
I know how it isemyse'f, on of I didn'e
I'd do jest amything in the world you
anid I mus’. Try me now an see ef I
won!t‘ "

“Take care!" Rob had answered,
with a little, reckless Jangh. “I am a
mighty fine hand to bargain when it's
for somebody clse. If you mean what
you say. it may cost youn somsthing.

Goto your drurgist for Scott’s B
sion. Two sizes, 50 ct, and $i
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